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Living in the Land Ring of Fire

Indonesia is a country surrounded by the very dynamic
geological nature. Hundreds of the active volcanoes as well as
constantly moving geological plates weaved harmoniously into a
more than 17000 of islands. So the earth is literally constantly
shifting and shaking.

This natural phenomena is very fundamental to our culture, it
became a local wisdom in many ways like choosing the sites,
building construction and folklore stories showing how we
should live in harmony with the nature.

But this knowledge is facing the real challenge with our modern
way of life. Most of the people in this generation almost forgot
about that local wisdom, the knowledge from the past only

hidden in the mind of older generation.

In the last recent years the awareness about the idea of disaster
or natural disaster getting stronger due to many happenings
such as big EQ and tsunami in Aceh 2004, the EQ in
Yogyakarta in 2006, then Merapi volcano eruption in 2010, then

another EQ in Padang, Tasikmalaya, and other places..

It seems that geologically speaking the nature still finding the
new balance formation, but socially people also believe that it
must be a 'spiritual warning' that we should reflect concerning
our daily life.

The big disaster seems still continuing...recently in Lombok
Island and Palu - Sulawesi Island, and mount Anak Krakatau

eruption in Sunda strait.
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The EQ in Lombok attracted the attention due to 'different’
pattern of the tremor, which is usually the magnitude getting
weaker and weaker after the main shock. In Lombok the
after-shock getting stronger that made the impact so bad. The
building which resist on the early shocks could not survive
anymore on the following even stronger shocks. Lombok island
only has one main road as the vital back bone for
transportation. And it is also made other difficulties to reach
the affected remote area. The reconstruction process rather
slowly progressing due to different perception of the local
people which prefer timber structure while the government
prefer a reinforce concrete structure. There is also the gap on
the skill level that most of the villagers are not familiar with the
prefabricated reinforce concrete construction. Training and

workshop might be the option but will take a longer time.

Palu EQ was predicted before by geo expert few years back. But
it seems that this information was kept in order not causing
panic on the public life. Then it was really happen with
devastating impact . Palu area topography and soil condition
made the impact very severe, the tsunami was occurred which
was not predicted for the raising wave on the open sea relatively
low, but when it entered the inland channel was very high and
strong. In some area the liquefaction also happened, the
phenomena never thought of before.

Through this disaster then people remember, the memory recall
again about the old story of that area. It was the story about
tsunami and also liquefaction mentioned in the old folklore,
even mentioning about the topo name of the area which mean '

land disappeared down'.

The knowledge as well as awareness about the potential disaster
is very important. It should be part of the education system in
general. The practical knowledge about saver building
construction is very significant. Maybe the built sample of
building construction is needed. The people need to know and
can be involved in the spatial planning decision as well as in

building construction possibilities.

Eko Prawoto- Architect/Lecturer Duta Wacana Christian

University
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